
 

 Capac’s FIRST Robotics 

Team, Metal and Soul Competed at 

Kettering University March 1st and 

2nd. The team was off to a great 

start winning the first  two matches, 

followed by a few losses. Overall 

2604 ended the qualification rounds 

with 8 wins and 4 losses giving them 

a ranking of 10th in a field of 39 

teams.                                                                                                                                                             

 Through the Alliance selec-

tion process, for the elimination 

rounds, Metal and Soul found them-

selves elevated to the 7th seed cap-

tain. Aligned with  4819 from Mt. Pleasant and 2337 from Grand Blanc they hoped to advance. Ulti-

mately they lost the first and last match of the quarter finals best of three series and their quest for 

the finals ended.  While hopes of advancing further were dashed the team did not come home emp-

ty handed. For the second consecutive year, Metal and Soul was awarded the Entrepreneurship 

Award for their comprehensive business plan. In addition, their performance at Kettering earned 

them roughly half of the points needed to advance to the State Championship. Metal and Soul will 

compete again at Grand Blanc HS on March 22nd and 23rd, hoping to earn the remainder of points 

needed. 
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Our Mission 

Statement: 

“Team 2604 

Metal and Souls 

mission is to 

excel in the 

building   of 

better people                

n a better 

community             

by becoming 

leaders in 

building a 

foundation for 

STEM Education 

and Careers.” 
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2604 Earns Second Entrepreneurship Award 

 

PICTURES                                                

Above, Metal and Soul is 

congratulated by the 

Judges as they collect 

their Entrepreneurship 

Award. 

Left: Team member, Rose 

Antilla, shows off the 

new hardware the team 

earned at the Kettering 
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Capac’s FIRST Robotics Team, Metal and Soul met a small group of students and Teachers , from Marine City’s Cardinal 

Mooney Catholic, at the Detroit YES Expo! this past November. 

  The Yes Expo allowed the team to teach schools ,who did not currently have a FIRST Team, how our robot operated 

while showing the excitement of FIRST. The students were then sent to the playing field to play a match against other 

schools.  Several Students and a Mentor from 2604 headed down to FORD Field bright and early, eager to introduce 

their passion for FIRST to more HS students.  

  After their first match and  scoring a 2 point basket it was obvious that they were infected with the FIRST bug and In 

early December 2012 FRC #4779– The Robo-Sapiens were formed. 

 In the Early hours of March 8th, 39 FRC teams poured in to Waterford Mott HS for the 2nd week of District Competi-

tions. The Robo-sapiens were among 5 rookie teams scheduled to compete. The day progressed rapidly as they 

learned to navigate the competition while correcting issues  that arose with their programming and robot. The days 

matches did not turn out as expected leaving the team a little frustrated while still having a lot of fun. The words 

“Tomorrows another Day” and “Anything can Happen” were included in a pep talk before the start of day 2. The team 

continued to be positive, cheering on their team and even learning a few of the  “necessary” robots event dances. Day 

twos matches showed great promise and by the end of Qualifications they had 2 wins under their belts. The selection 

for eliminations was about to take place and, seated in 38th, the Robo-sapiens where hopeful that their performance 

in the last few matches made an impression on the top 8 seeded teams. Tension mounted as one by on the slots were 

filled and as the #1 seed, the Fighting PI, prepared to make their final selection, you could cut the tension with a knife. 

Than, as if prayers were answered the words “On behalf of Teams 1718 The Fighting Pi, and  33 The Killer Bees, we’d 

like to ask the assistance of team 4779.” rang out over the sound system it was followed by an eruption of cheers and 

screams coming from the rookie team who worked so hard to get to this point. 

  As the team prepared for their first ever Elimination round competition, Metal and Soul pitched in to prepare them 

for what was to come. Round after round the #1 seed continued to dominate their opponents, winning all of their 

matches until the Finals round. After winning the first of three and losing the 2nd, it all came down to the final match. 

The #1 seed dominated the scoring with strong defensive play from #4779 ultimately winning the event. 

 “A Cinderella Story “was how their Mentor Philip Peloso described it but from our seats it was pure inspiration.                   

Combined with their rise to the top and an ambitious Business plan the Rookies not only made an impression on                    

the veteran teams, they soon learned that the Judges had taken notice of their hard work. The Robo-Sapiens were 

also awarded the Rookie-All-Star Award, the highest honor for any Rookie team. Tired but energized the team headed 

home with a fantastic tale to share with their  School. We are very proud of all they have achieved. 

Rookie Team #4779 Wins Big 
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 Contact Mentors: 

 John Antilla 

(586)246-6972 

john.antilla@gmail.com 

 

Randy Grewe 

(810) 395-4648 

rgrewe09@gmail.com 

 

Janet Antilla 

(586)246-6932 

janet.antilla@gmail.com 

 

The FIRST Robotics Program at Capac Community  

Schools relies solely on Individual and Corporate                

sponsors and team sponsored fundraisers for their  

funding.  Donations at any level  can be directed to: 

Capac Community Schools 

Robotics Team #2604 “Metal & Soul” 

  403 N. Glassford 

Capac, MI 48014 

Inquiries can be made to the  

mentors listed to the left. 

Top Left: Sister Team 1718 with their First ever 

District Win! 

Top Right: The Waterford District Winning              

Alliance; FRC 1718, FRC 33 and FRC 4779. 

Left :Mentors and Students from 4779 and 

2604 Make adjustments to the robot 



 

 


